Chapter 2: Criminological Policy, Practice and Research

Self Study Questions 

1.  Rawlings (1999) argues that over the last 300 years huge amounts of money have been spent on dealing with crime and yet crime statistics have continued to rise, suggesting a failure of the science to deliver.   Do you agree?

Elements that should be present in a good answer:

· Evidence of reading of the sources contained in the chapter.  The very best answers will read beyond this list.

· Consideration of what is meant by ‘science’ and how this should, could and does contribute to policy-making.

· Discussion of the extent to which policy has been informed or led by criminological research.

· Essays should have a clear structure, with good use of references to evidence why students came to the conclusions that they reached.

· Answers all elements required by the essay question.

2.  To what extent is the evidence-based policy process simple, rational and linear?   Illustrate your answer with examples from criminological research and policy-making.

Elements that should be present in a good answer:

· Evidence of reading of the sources contained in the chapter.  The very best answers will read beyond this list.

· Discussion of different understandings of the policy-making process and the role of ‘evidence’ of different kinds within them.

· Use of relevant examples of criminological research and the extent to which the findings have or have not been incorporated into policy, with discussion of the reasons why they have or have not been used by policy-makers.

· Essays should have a clear structure with good use of references to evidence why students came to the conclusions that they reached.

· Answers all elements required by the essay question.
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